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OH Gov. DeWine COVID-19 update_2.22.2021

Mon. Feb. 
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Sat. Feb. 
20 
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Fri. Feb. 
19 
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Updated daily at 2 p.m. - https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/   

New orders/actions 

 The next press conference will be Thursday, February 25.

There are 1,374 confirmed COVID-19 patients hospitalized today – down from 1,636 one week ago.  The 7-
day test positivity rate for confirmed tests is 4.9%; down from 6.1% one week ago.  1,451,107 people have 
received the first dose of the vaccine; with 675,105 having received both doses.   

Due to last week’s weather issues, some Pfizer vaccine deliveries and all Moderna vaccine deliveries were 
delayed.  Additional shipments of the vaccine will be added into deliveries this week.  For providers who 
cancelled appointments, the Governor urged them to expand their schedules, including evening and 
weekend hours, to catch up and get vaccinations out.  Governor DeWine did note that progress continues in 
nursing facilities – only 343 new cases were reported last week as compared to 2,832 new cases at the peak 
in December.   

The Governor went through the current rules for visitation in nursing and assisted living facilities.  Since 
September, those facilities have been operating under federal criteria – which allows visitation may only be 
allowed if the facility has had no COVID cases for 2 weeks, the county positivity rate is less than 10% and 
there’s no activity testing in the facility.  Each facility’s status could change weekly with the change in 
positivity rates and the Governor encouraged facilities to check this regularly to determine their status.  Even 
if visitation is closed due to the criteria, compassionate care visits are always permitted.  The Governor said 
he is sending a letter to every facility to remind them of the federal rules for visits and to encourage facilities 
to allow compassionate care visits.    
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To help families understand the current status of facilities, the state will posting a visitation dashboard to 
indicate if visitation is allowed.  https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/long-term-
care-facilities/visitation-browser  The Governor and Aging Director McElroy said most facilities are up-to-date 
on reporting and they are developing a simplified report to help facilities comply with the reporting. 

Governor DeWine said that the data still shows that there is demand for vaccinations amongst people 65+ 
years of age.  As such, the eligibility is going to remain as is until they are comfortable that everyone that is 
eligible and willing has had the opportunity to receive a vaccine.  The next phase of vaccinations will continue 
with expansion by age, moving down to those 50 years and older.  The state is currently discussing potentially 
adding additional high risk individuals younger than 50 years old, but has made no decisions on that category 
and age will be the major factor in future groupings.  As seen by the chart below (from the state’s vaccination 
dashboard), only 23% of all Ohioans between 65-69 years old have received the first dose.  The Governor did 
not say what percentages the currently eligible groups need to hit before the state would start dropping the 
age ranges, but it will likely be weeks yet.   

[% of the state’s population in each age range that have received at least one dose of the vaccine] 

The first town hall to discuss COVID-19 vaccination safety will be conducted tonight, beginning at 6:30 
pm.  Tonight’s session will be led by leaders in and focused on the African-American community.  The program 
can be seen at https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/covid-19-vaccination-program/town-hall   

Lt. Governor Husted announced that this morning the Ohio Tax Credit Authority approved job creation tax 
credits for an expansion of Rocket Mortgage in Cleveland.  The company expects to create 630 full-time 
positions, generating $47.3 million in new annual payroll and retaining $94.1 million in existing payroll as a 
result of the company’s expansion project in Cleveland.  The Lt. Governor said this great news for the City of 
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Cleveland and Rocket Mortgage and looks forward to the growth this should help catalyze as part of the 
region’s recovery.   

CalfeeNOW 

Our latest episode features a conversation between Calfee’s Tim Day with Diane Newton, Associate Vice 
President at HNTB, and Mandy Bishop, Deputy Director of Public Services for the City of Columbus. Both 
Mandy and Diane are actively involved with Smart Columbus, the City of Columbus and Columbus Region's 
smart city initiative, led by the City of Columbus and the Columbus Partnership, in partnership with The Ohio 
State University, American Electric Power and many others.  https://www.calfee.com/newsroom-news-calfee-
now-episode-21-mandy-bishop-diane-newton  

CalfeeNOW is a new feature with Calfee government relations specialists and attorneys conducting brief 
conversations (approx. 15 minutes) with policymakers and industry leaders offering insights on noteworthy 
topics, associated opportunities and trends to watch for in the near future.  See https://www.calfee.com/Calfee-
NOW for the latest and upcoming episodes.  

Other items of note 

 After hitting almost unimaginable highs of hundreds of thousands of new cases a day over the winter
holidays, the coronavirus infection rate in the United States has plummeted to levels not seen since the
fall, with a seven-day rolling average under 65,000.  However, the country will hit 500,000 deaths on
Monday.  Yet, deaths, too, are falling. Covid-19 fatalities are almost 30 percent lower this week than
last week, and hospitalizations are down 15 percent.

 The Treasury Department announced Monday that it will make targeted changes to its Paycheck
Protection Program pandemic relief loans in an attempt to direct more funding toward the smallest of
small businesses.  Among other changes to the loan program, businesses with more than 20
employees will be shut out of the PPP for a two-week period starting Wednesday, officials said.  The
Biden administration has not said whether it will seek to extend the program after the current tranche of
funding expires March 31.

 YouTube took down a video from the Wednesday (Feb. 17) House State and Local Government
Committee for violating its COVID-19 misinformation policy. The video, posted by the anti-vaccine
group Ohio Advocates for Medical Freedom, showed one witness's testimony in support of HB 90
(Wiggam-Edwards), which would allow lawmakers to override public health orders, the Ohio Capital
Journal reports.

 Survey results from the U.S. Census Bureau found more than 2 million Ohioans say they aren't
planning to the get the COVID-19 vaccine, including 40 percent of Black adults in Ohio. Health officials
say skepticism about the vaccine should recede as doses become more widely available and Ohioans
see trusted family members and friends get vaccinated with little to no side effects, Dayton Daily News
reports.

Ohio COVID-19 Data Curves 

The following are graphic representations of reported cases using Ohio Department of Health data and 
expanded CDC definitions. 



4



5

Note: 
The new cases/day graph removes the 13,000 one day backlog to more accurately reflect the figure for 
December 8.   
The monthly cumulative cases graph includes the 13,000 cases in November and December’s totals.  An 
average per day figure for each week was used to allocate a portion of the 13,000 to each month.  The totals 
for November and December are an approximation. 

Note: For an archive of all COVID-19 related First Alerts from Calfee, which are separate from these emails 
and focused on specific business topics, please visit the Calfee COVID-19 Resource Center: 
https://www.calfee.com/covid-19-resource-center 




